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LOS ANGELES, Ca-
lif. — You’ve probably 
seen her on the most re-
cent Nutrisystem com-
mercial in TV land, and 
may not know she’s a 
local, but her family and 
friends sure recognize 
her! She gets calls and 
emails all the time from 
folks in the Lakes Re-
gion excitedly telling her 
they just saw her clad in 
bright orange pants and 
a red shirt on the com-
mercial; so visible, she’d 
be pretty hard to miss!

It’s been quite a few 
years since Brooke Ha-
selton graduated from 
Winnisquam Regional 
High School (in 1990) 
and moved away, but she 
confirms that her home-
town of  Sanbornton, and 

the Lakes Region, are al-
ways in her heart as are 
her family and friends.

“I have been so en-
couraged and sup-
ported by my fami-
ly and they are big 
reasons I made it here, but  
I do miss them and wish 
we lived closer and not 
coast-to-coast!”  says the 
daughter of  Lois and the 
late Stephen Haselton of 
Sanbornton.

“She was born with 
this amazing talent. We 
had no doubts where she 
would go. There was no 
question in my mind...

the seeds were planted 
in her at an early age,” 
said Lois, who recalled a 
ten year old Brooke put-
ting on shows and plays 
in her nanny’s barn up 
the road from her child-
hood home. “She had 
friends in them, directed 
them, did the costumes 
and sets, etc., and all the 
parents would watch 
in awe at her talent and 
the excited eagerness of 
her ‘cast’ following her 
lead.”  

In ‘Nanny Haselton’s’ 
weekly column in the 
local paper, she wrote 
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NORTHFIELD – Hall 

Memorial Library has 
recently reopened on a 
limited basis for com-
puter use, along with 
copy and fax machines, 
through a unique, yet 
temporary system from 
Advanced Kiosks in Con-
cord which will ensure 
that visitors and staff 
members are safe when 
they enter the building.

“My husband works 
for the company, so we 
were fortunate enough 
to be selected to do some 
beta-testing on the sys-

tem,” said Hall Library 
Director Jenna Davis. 

As patrons enter the 
library, they will be 
asked to stand in front 
of  the slim machine that 
not only registers tem-
peratures but alerts peo-
ple who are not wearing 
face covering that they 
are denied entry without 
one.

She added that while 
the kiosk has many abili-
ties for other businesses, 
the library at this time is 
simply testing it to help 
ensure public health and 
safety.

 Hand sanitizer is 
also available beside the 
kiosk to prevent any 

spread of  germs. 
“We aren’t requiring 

temperatures be taken to 
get into the building, but 
we thought that while 
this was available, it 
was something we could 
use,” said Davis.

The library as a whole 
is not open to the gener-
al public at this time, 
but those who need to 
use computers, fax ma-
chines and copiers are 
welcome, as long as they 
are wearing a mask and 
are not showing any 
signs of  illness. Other-
wise, Davis said, curb-
side pick-up for books is 
still available.
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BELMONT – From 

tiny tots to seniors, cit-
izens of  Belmont gath-
ered last Wednesday, 
July 23, to watch as the 
historic Gale School 
was moved from its lo-
cation behind the (now) 
middle school to its new 
home on Concord Street, 
where it will undergo 
renovations and contin-
ue to serve the commu-
nity as it has for more 
than a century.

“I’m in shock. This 
has been a long time 
coming,” said Save Our 
Gale School Chair Diane 
Marden.

For three decades, 

the district has had little 
to no use for the aging 
structure but was met 
with resistance at each 
annual district meet-
ing when they proposed 
tearing the building 
down. Built in 1894, Gale 
School, with its iconic 
presence on a hill over-
looking the village, has 
held a special place in 
the hearts and minds 
of  residents though. 
Marden helped lead the 
charge to save the build-
ing back in the late ‘80s 
and was finally told a 
few years ago that the 
group could have the old 
elementary school for 
one dollar if  they could 
move it off  school dis-
trict property.

Thirty years of  delib-
erations and many years 
of  drumming up dona-
tions finally culminated 
last Tuesday morning 
when the grassroots 
preservation group pre-
sented Shaker Region-
al School Board Chair 
Sean Embree with the 
one-dollar agreed upon 
price for the school. Vice 
Chair of  the group, Ken 
Knowlton, said they sur-
prised the district that 
day by paying off  their 
debt with an 1894 Mor-
gan silver dollar, minted 
the same year the Gale 
School was built.

“We gave it to them in 
a shadow box and they 
couldn’t believe it at first 
because they expect-

ed us to pay them with 
100 pennies,” Knowlton 
said, “but they were 
thrilled to see what we 
actually did.”

With the deal signed 
and sealed, it took 
the crew from Geddes 
Building Movers just 

23 seconds last Tuesday 
to raise the building, 
already freed from the 
foundation, and turn it 
in the right direction. 
From there it was slowly 
eased down a temporary 

road built just for the 
move, then sat overnight 
on the north side of  Con-
cord Street. 

Woody Fogg, acting as 
a spokesperson for the 
Save Our Gale School 
group, said he was 
amazed at how smoothly 

it all got underway.
“They got the build-

ing all lined up properly 
then brought it down the 
hill to wait for the utility 
companies to move lines 
today,” Fogg said on 
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NORTHFIELD – At 

12:44 a.m., on Sunday, 
July 26, Tilton-North-
field Fire & EMS was dis-
patched to 133 Park St. in 
Northfield for the report 
of  a building fire at Ciao 
Pasta restaurant. Arriv-
ing at the scene a few 
minutes later they found 
heavy fire in the rear of 
the building as well as 
large volumes of  smoke 
emanating from the roof, 
and quickly requested a 
First Alarm to bring in 
nearby mutual aid com-
panies along with com-
panies who could pro-
vide station coverage.

Upon arrival, Deputy 
Chief  Tim Joubert said 
multiple hand lines from 

their Engine 3 truck 
were put into action to 
prevent flames from 
spreading to the rest of 
the building. Once fire 
fighters were able to 
gain access to the estab-
lishment, entry crews 
determined that the fire 
had also spread into the 
roof. The incident com-
mand then called for a 
second alarm to bring in 
more resources to battle 
the flames.

“Interior crews were 
unable to make signif-
icant progress due to 
the number of  contents 
inside the building, 
making movement very 
difficult. A partial roof 
collapse occurred, and 
all interior companies 
exited the building,” 
Joubert reported in his 
press release.

At that time, crews 
then moved to a defen-
sive operation, fighting 
the fire from the exteri-
or of  the building. Two 
ladder trucks that were 
brought in provided a 
larger volume of  water 
that was able to eventu-
ally extinguish a major-
ity of  the fire.

TNFD Captain Matt 
Gilman said, “The first 
arriving crews gave an 
outstanding effort. Their 
ability to quickly and 
safely get water on the 
fire kept the fire from 
spreading into other 
nearby buildings.”

Among those build-
ings is a popular con-
venience store and gas 
station.

The fire was declared 
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Belmont’s Gale School makes its historic move

Donna RhoDes

 “Before, During and After”: Last Wednesday morning, a large crowd watched as Belmont’s historic 1894 Gale School was moved to its new location on Concord Street. Lakes Region Community 
Developers, will soon take over the building with plans to restore it then place it back in service to the community.

Sanbornton native finds 
Hollywood a perfect fit

Brooke Haselton

Hall Library reopens
 on limited basis

CouRtesy tilton-noRthfielD fiRe & eMs

Crews from Tilton Northfield Fire & EMS, working with local Mutual Aide tower trucks, poured 
water onto flames at Ciao Pasta restaurant in Northfield early last Sunday morning in attempt 
to keep flames from spreading to nearby buildings.

Fire tears through local eatery

To the Editor:
It’s summertime again.  As expected, it is hot, 

but if  it was minus ten, we would complain because 
it’s human nature to want something different than 
what we have at the present.  We were brought up 
to question and resist compliance.  We should chal-
lenge the status quo and authorities.  Sure, in the 
end we may have to comply with rational and rea-
sonable laws, but not out of  ignorance.  My wife has 
coined a phrase:  We were the “Live Free or Die” 
state, but with COVID, we quickly became the “Live 
to Comply” state.  The attention given to COVID is 
real, but we must challenge what our authorities are 
doing, what does science and data reflect and what 
do we hear from friends and the media must all be 
assessed and you are responsible for deciding what 
is best for your situation.

Most concerning is that people seem to be falling 
in line to whatever the latest rule or guideline is 
from on high like the old game of  lemmings, blind-
ly marching over the cliff.  There are arguments on 

both side for social distancing, masks, limited seat-
ing, and hundreds of  pages of  other guidelines and 
requirements, but too many of  us are queuing up 
and blindly accepting what the authorities and me-
dia directs.  Remember the complete quote of  John 
Stark is really “Live free or die. Death is not the 
greatest of  evils.”  Stark was saying that sometimes 
hiding in fear is not what is required.

It’s about accepting personal responsibility.  We 
each need to do our own homework.  That is some-
thing that the state should have done.  We have the 
highest percentage in the nation of  COVID related 
deaths in our Long Term Care Facilities, but we 
turned a blind eye and assumed the administration 
of  those facilities could manage with the existing 
staff  and facilities… at a proportional 83.6 percent 
morbidity rate, it’s obvious most of  them could 
not.  We are now first in the nation in deaths com-
pared to other states.  The state assumed it took lit-
tle more than an infusion of  masks and protective 
garments. 

We needed to go full force and concentrate our 
efforts on those LTCF instead of  restricting church 
attendance.  Our families would not be trying to 
determine the source of  the money to pay for their 
food and rent.  Investigating why the overwhelming 
numbers of  deaths were in these homes should have 
been top priority.  Instead, committees were formed 
to make rules while protesters were welcomed to 
come into our state and march shoulder to shoulder 
down our streets.  That’s rubbish!

So, what will you do?  Live Free or Die?  Remem-
ber, death is not the greatest of  evils.  You are an in-
dependent person and capable of  making your own 
decisions.  If  you want to follow government rules 
you are free to Live to Comply but do so knowingly. 

If  you want, call me at 320-9524 or email at dave@
sanbornhall.net. 

 Cheers!
Rep.Dave TesTeRman

FRanklin

Opinion

To the Editor:
Many people are familiar with Spaulding Youth 

Center (SYC) in Northfield, most commonly known 
as a residential treatment center for children. If  that 
is your only reference point for Spaulding, I want to 
share a lesser known program they offer.

Spaulding Youth Center is a foster care licensing 
agency in New Hampshire. About seven years ago, 
our family decided we wanted to open our home to 
a child in need of  a family. We began taking the re-
quired Foster & Adoptive Care Essential (FACES) 
classes to obtain our license. FACES classes are of-
fered throughout the state and we found ourselves 
traveling to Manchester for the first one. We realized 
that for the second of  the seven, three-hour required 
classes, we had a scheduling conflict and looked on-
line for another location. In this search, we found 
that the class was being offered at Spaulding Youth 
Center. This was a great discovery because it was 
only minutes from our home. Little did we know 
that this would be much more than a convenience 
but likely the reason we continue to open our home 
today.

We finished the FACES requirements, along with 
background checks and fire inspection with the li-
censing specialist from Spaulding Youth Center and 
thus, they became the agency that holds our foster 
care provider license in New Hampshire. Being li-
censed through Spaulding means that we are able to 
have children in our home that may require a great-
er level of  care due to emotional, behavioral, physi-
cal, cognitive or even family related needs. However, 
as with all licensing agencies in New Hampshire, 
Spaulding is aware of  all children in New Hamp-
shire that are in need of  placement, despite the level 
of  care he/she may need and we have had children 
with “lesser” needs in our home as well.

What I want to share with you today is a great ap-
preciation for Spaulding Youth Center and their In-
dividual Service Option (ISO) program for children 
in foster care.

In January of  2019, New Hampshire had about 
1,200 children in foster, relative and congregate 
care. The number of  children in care continues to 
rise. With numbers that high, it should not surprise 
you to learn that there is a GREAT need for foster 
parents in the state. Licensing agents, caseworkers 
and foster parents will tell you there are not enough 
beds available– not enough homes for these children. 
The role of  a foster family varies. You can be a re-
spite provider who helps provide care for children at 
times when they might need a “babysitter” or even 
when the child might benefit from some time with 

other people. You could be an emergency placement 
family. A provider for when a child is taken into care 
and DCYF has no time to identify a more permanent 
placement. Emergency care is typically 14 days or 
less. There is also a need for a more traditional pro-
vider, where you open your home for a child in need 
for a longer period of  time. The needs of  these chil-
dren range from weeks to even years. If  you have a 
desire to open your heart and home, in any capacity, 
my guess is there is a need you can help with. I think 
it is important to remember the quote from Adop-
tUSkids.com, “You do not have to be perfect to be a 
perfect parent.”  

When you hold a license through Spaulding Youth 
Center, the child’s ISO team always includes a clini-
cian and a caseworker as well as a behind the scenes 
team of  more than ten staff  to help and support chil-
dren and families. This team, supporting the child, 
is in addition to the DCYF case worker, therapist and 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA). The chil-
dren who are in ISO care at SYC have a solid team! 
We are so appreciative of  the support that they ex-
tend to their foster families-the support they have 
extended to us. Case workers for DCYF need to see 
children in the home one time per month. SYC sees 
children weekly (this is in addition to the support 
given by DCYF). This means the ISO team sees and 
hears the needs of  their foster families and “their 
kids” on a weekly basis. The support they offer to 
assist with scheduling conflicts or even just to help 
out in a pickle is phenomenal. As with all parenting, 
the journey is one with highs and lows and requires 
a village. The emotional support the Spaulding team 
offers is significant and we remain grateful that 
years ago, we found that “local class.” Publicly, we 
want to express our gratitude toward the ISO team 
at SYC! We thank you for all the support and appre-
ciation you have shown to our family over the years 
and especially for all of  the advocating that you do 
for the children you care for. We look forward to our 
continued relationship. 

If  you have ever considered opening your heart 
and home to a child in need of  foster care and/or 
adoption, please know there is a need, and that there 
is a great local support right here in our very own 
community. Consider reaching out to Dawn Fon-
taine, Licensing Specialist, at Spaulding Youth Cen-
ter (286-8901). The support you will get through the 
SYC ISO program can make all the difference in this 
journey. 

saRa smiTh
noRThFielD

Spaulding Youth Center could be your gateway to 
becoming a foster parent

Live Free or Die to Live to Comply
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When we look up into the night sky, many of  us 
are overcome with awe and wonder.  It really does 
put into perspective just how small we are, as cliché 
as that sounds.  Looking up, we have to wonder why 
all of  humanity can’t simply realize that what we are 
experiencing in life can happen just as well without 
violence and greed taking place all over the world, 
but alas here we are.  A download of  the app ‘Star 
Chart’ led us down a rabbit hole into astrology, with 
the focus being on the currently visible comet, Ne-
owise.  As a point of  fact, Neowise was named after 
NASA’s Near Earth Object Wide-field Infrared Sur-
vey Explorer. 

First, a comet for those that don’t know exactly 
what it is, is described often as a ‘dirty snowball’.  
There are billions of  them in our solar system, how-
ever it’s a rare occurrence when one passes by the 
Earth, close enough to see it.  A comet is an icy, small 
solar system body that warms when passing the sun.  
When this happens, it begins to release gases.  This 
produces a visible atmosphere and sometimes in-
cludes a tail.  Neowise, became closest to the Earth 
on July 22, just 64 million miles away.  According to 
NASA, once it’s gone, the comet will not be visible to 
the Earth for another 6,800 years.  

The comet was discovered by astronomers in 
March, when it was noticed 160 million miles from 
Earth. The comet is a three-mile-wide chunk of  ice 
and dust, apparently on a 6,000-year loop around the 
solar system.  Many astronomers are relaying that 
it is the most impressive looking comet since Hale-
Bopp, that appeared in 1997.  That comet, is on a 2,500 
year loop. 

It was expected that Neowise would be visible un-
til earlier this week; however, it may linger.  When 
looking up to try to see the comet, look for the tail 
that has been described as 12 moons side by side.  It 
is most visible at 10 p.m. according to the experts and 
binoculars will help for certain.  The comet is located 
northwest, below the bottom left corner of  the Big 
Dipper.  

Perhaps the best discovery is to retrieve the ben-
efits of  stargazing.  Since the beginning of  time, 
mankind has gazed up at the stars.  Before science 
revealed what exactly was going on, yet still unknow-
ing, the night sky offered those who looked upon it a 
sense of  calm, and a chance to de-stress. In our cur-
rent climate, stargazing could be just one more way 
to reduce anxiety.  To note, the telescope was invent-
ed in 1608.  It has been proven, that soaking up the 
night sky, and staring at thousands of  stars can help 
clear the mind. 

Our ancestors once thought the moon was a God.  
Early art proves that man was just as intrigued by 
outer space as we are today.  As we all know, mythol-
ogy was born from space with the most famous gods 
being Chandra, Artemis, Thoth and Apollo.  Thoth 
has been attributed to the invention of  the 365-day 
calendar and was known as a ‘wise counselor who 
solved disputes.’  The Hindus said that an eclipse 
was the result of  Rahuthe snake, who swallowed the 
orbs, causing them to go dark.  A full moon was used 
to explain those who acted out in insanity. 

Astrology is always fun if  you believe in it.  This 
pseudoscience goes back to the second millennium 
BCE, and was used to predict information based on 
the movement of  what was going on in the solar sys-
tem.  

The most famous astronomer, Galileo Galilei (born 
in 1564), once said, “It vexes me when they would 
constrain science by the authority of  the Scriptures, 
and yet do not consider themselves bound to answer 
reason and experiment.”  

Another one to remember, courtesy of  author 
Richelle E. Goodrich, is “Sometimes while gazing at 
the night’s sky, I imagine stars looking down making 
wishes on the brightest of  us.”  

The darker 
the night,

 the brighter 
the stars 

Courtesy

Celebrate your summer at Tanger Craft Fair
Come and enjoy a wonderful summer craft fair at the Tanger Outlets, 120 Laconia Rd., Tilton, on Aug. 1 & 2, Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Masks and social distancing are required - thank you.  We have free masks if 
you need one.  The photo was taken at the fair last year.  Some of the arts and crafts will include handsome cedar wood fur-
niture, hand poured soaps, soy candles, jewelry, dog collars/leashes, amazing inlaid ceramics, microwavable bowls, children’s 
chalkboard play mats, fabric creations, amazing chainsaw creations by Elise, handcrafted toys, wooden spoons, beautiful 
glass garden decor, designer pillows, original African photography with trivets and trays, gourmet dips, & lots more!!!  Rain 
or Shine Under Canopies. For more information, call Joyce at 528-4014 or visit www.joycescraftshows.com. Leashed, Friendly 
Pets Welcome. See you there!


